
Big Solar Gathering

5 October 2026



Vital signs





400 tonnes of CO2

avoided in 2025



per member

panels kW kWh/yr

Operational 4.5 1.7 1468

Installed 5.0 1.9 1623

Storage 7.1 2.7







o Introduction to community energy, solar technology 
and the energy market

o Business models and registered societies
o Financial analysis and funding sources
o Legal agreements and insurance
o Solar design
o Grid, planning and structural issues
o Site finding and approaching potential solar hosts
o Understanding and quantifying impact
o Ongoing operations of solar projects

o Beta group ran from Jan 2026
o Second cohort now underway with >35 participants



Sites



Operational sites

Kerry Taste and 
Nutrition
300 kW

Eco-Pak
550 kW

Eden Court Medical 
Centre
32 kW

Speech House Hotel 
45 kW

Hornsey Steels
110 kW

Freemantle 
Community Centre 

30 kW
Leominster Primary 

School
94 kW

Midcounties Co-op 
Stonehouse

114 kW

Age UK Gateshead
22 kW



“Working with Big Solar Cooperative has been a 
very positive experience for Age UK Gateshead. 

Our solar panels are now generating clean electricity 
for the building, which is helping us reduce energy 
costs. These savings allow us to put more money into 
supporting older people across Gateshead. 

The team at Big Solar have been clear, helpful and 
easy to work with throughout, and we’re proud to be 
part of a project that benefits both our charity and 
the environment.”

Donna Taylor, Group Director – Age UK









Whiteborough solar: phase 1



Branston Golf Club, Staffs

Perse School, Cambridge
Berkshire College of Agriculture



What we are here for



1. Get more solar 

built in the UK

source: solarpowerportal

A compelling offer for those 

with large roofs and large bills



2.Collective solar 

ownership that works

Delivering on our 

vision of “community 

solar anywhere”



3. Working together 

to get solar built in 

places that matter to 

you

Developing tools and support for 

changemakers to max out their 

impact
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